      
Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #39
                *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Paul Lentz Family; Arletta Thomas; Corrine Heinbaugh; Dave Novinger; Marissa Faust; Gary Miller; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Dennis & Janette Leitzel; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichel; Janelle Miller; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan & Loretta Brown; Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; James Brown; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Michelle Chubb; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller; Betty Feger; Ty/Lana Shoop;  Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Esther Rudy; Evelyn & Ron Kolva; Guy Ferster; Wayne Troup; Susan Lasor; Toni Carren; Baby Caleb Welcomer
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
   [image: image1.emf]


                              October 2, 2022

     World Communion Sunday
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - InterimPastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                            Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Bridget Campbell, Norine Goss, Communion Servers

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
October 2, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM 
World communion Sunday 
 Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted.    (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    Lighting of candles
   Soloist -   “There Is a Redeemer”                  Michael Martin
Announcements                                              Sue Faust 
Soloist -   “As the Deer”                                Michael Martin  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                       Pastor                 
L:   Great and amazing are your deeds, Lord God the Almighty!
       Just and true are your ways, King of the nations!
P:  Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? For you alone are holy.
L:  All nations will come and worship before you, for your judgments have been revealed.
P:  To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever. Amen.
L:  Come let us worship together.

 *Hymn -        “Come, Thou Almighty King”           Page 267            
*Invocation   (In Unison)                                                        
O God, you are our true refuge, our steadfast shelter.  We seek you and need you and yearn for you.   Even when we run from you; even when we wander long and far from your heart and squander our blessings and talents; even then you continue to call us home.  We want to come home to you, O God, and to each other.  Show us the way; be the path; return us to the calm and peace of resting in your love.  Amen.  

 

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 42:1-6   (Responsively)        (See Insert)   
N. Test.:  2 Timothy 1:1-14                      (See Insert)   Doris Hand
Hymn -                   “Trusting Jesus”                Page 355 

Sermon Text*: Gospel:   Luke 17:5-10     (See Insert)   Leon Shaffer    
Sermon:                  “Tapping in to God’s Power”     
Pastoral Prayers

Preparation for Holy Communion                             
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION -  
Soloist -          “The Lord’s Prayer”               Michael Martin  
      *Hymn -          “How Firm a Foundation”            Page 275
      *Benediction                                                           
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



 Post-Service Music 

WE WELCOME and thank Michael Martin, who is with us as our guest Soloist this Sunday. Michael works as 4H Youth Development for Penn State.
Worship Service: We welcome you today October 2nd - World Communion Sunday! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Oct.   2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online                 - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Communion Servers: Bridget Campbell, Norine Goss               

Oct.   3 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Oct.   4 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.   9 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Oct. 11 - “Free” Community Takeout Meal 

Oct. 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
ELDERS MEETING is tomorrow night Oct. 3 at 7:00PM
DEACONS MEETING is Tues. night Oct. 4 at 7:00PM.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 11, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken Potpie, Green beans, Fruit salad, Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Oct. 6th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Oct. 2 - Donna Novinger; Oct. 9 - Ken Bechtel; Oct. 16 - Ed Dobbin.     If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: Oct. 2 - Doris Hand, Leon Shaffer; Oct. 9 - Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin. Oct. 16 - Ed Berra, Ken Bechtel.   If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-Responsive - Psalm 42:1-6 (NIV)
1 As the deer longs for streams of water,
    so I long for you, O God.
2 I thirst for God, the living God.
    When can I go and stand before him?
3 Day and night I have only tears for food,
    while my enemies continually taunt me, saying,
    “Where is this God of yours?”
4 My heart is breaking as I remember how it used to be:
I walked among the crowds of worshipers,
    leading a great procession to the house of God,
singing for joy and giving thanks
    amid the sound of a great celebration!
5 Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad?
I will put my hope in God!  I will praise him again—
    my Savior and 6 my God!
Now I am deeply discouraged,
    but I will remember you—
even from distant Mount Hermon, the source of the Jordan,
    from the land of Mount Mizar.
2nd Reading - New Testament - 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (NLT)
1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell others about the life he has promised through faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am writing to Timothy, my dear son. May God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace. 3 Timothy, I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just as my ancestors did. Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 I long to see you again, for I remember your tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy when we are together again. 5 I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. 8 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even 
2nd Reading - N. Test. - 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (NLT)  (Continued)

though I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News. 9 For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus.

 10 And now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of 
Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good News. 11 And God chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. 12 That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of his return. 13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me—a pattern shaped by the faith and love that you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth that has been entrusted to you.
3rd Reading -Gospel-Sermon Scripture - Luke 17:5-10 (NLT)
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Show us how to increase our faith.”
6 The Lord answered, “If you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘May you be uprooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you! 7 “When a servant comes in from plowing or taking care of sheep, does his master say, ‘Come in and eat with me’? 8 No, he says, ‘Prepare my meal, put on your apron, and serve me while I eat. Then you can eat later.’ 9 And does the master thank the servant for doing what he was told to do? Of course not. 10 In the same way, when you obey me you should say, ‘We are unworthy servants who have simply done our duty.’”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”

People: “Praise be to God!”

MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission offering to go to “Community meals” if you wish.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Sept. 25 was ​40. 
Face book views for Sept. 25 as of Sept. 28 were ​52.
Face book views for Sept. 18 as of Sept. 28 were 40.
      History of hymn “Come, Thou Almighty King” (Page 267): 

“Come, Thou Almighty King” is one of our oldest English hymns, but its authorship is unknown. It was published in or before 1757, and one of the oldest imprints is in a four-page Methodist pamphlet. Some people have attributed it to Charles Wesley. But most hymnologists reject that attribution since it’s written to a meter that Wesley never used and the great hymnist never claimed it as his own. A number of old sources speculate that the real author was Rev. Martin Maden (1726-1790), who was an English lawyer-turned-Methodist-preacher with a reputation as a stirring orator and a gifted musician.

At first, this hymn was sung to the same tune as “God Save the King.” On the American side of the Atlantic, we use the same tune for “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.” There’s an interesting story connected with it. During the American Revolution, while British troops were occupying New York City and appeared to be winning the war, a group of English soldiers went to church one Sunday morning in Long Island. The setting was tense. The occupiers demanded the congregation sing, “God Save The King” in honor of King George III. The organist was forced to begin playing the tune – but instead of singing “God Save the King,” the congregation broke out in “Come, Thou Almighty King.”

As it’s given in most hymnals, “Come, Thou Almighty King” is a Trinitarian prayer addressed to God the Father (first stanza), God the Son (second stanza), God the Holy Spirit (third stanza), and to the entire Trinity (fourth stanza).

Since 1769, the majestic tune Italian Hymn has been used as the musical setting for “Come, Thou Almighty King.” It was composed by Felice de Giardini, the Italian composer and violinist.

History of Hymn: “Trusting Jesus” (Pg 355)

Edgar Page Stites, (born Mar. 22, 1836, died Jan. 9, 1921) who wrote the lyrics of hymn “Trusting Jesus”, was known for many years as an obscure but active lay worker in the Methodist Church of Cape Nat, N. J. He was a direct descendant of John Howland, one of the Mayflower passengers. Stites also was a cousin of the gospel hymnwriter, Eliza E. Hewitt who wrote “More About Jesus”. Stites also served in the Civil War and was also a riverboat pilot. He worked as a Methodist home missionary in the Dakotas. Another popular hymn of Edgar P. Stites was “Beulah Land.” Stites frequently used the penname Edgar Page on his hymns.

Ira David Sankey (born Aug. 28, 1849, died Aug 13, 1908) wrote the music for the hymn “Trusting Jesus”. The lyrics of this hymn first appeared as a poem in a newspaper. The poem was handed to D. L. Moody in Chicago. When Moody read the poem, he handed it to Ira Sankey who composed the tune for the lyrics. Sankey wrote more than eighty gospel songs and compiled more than ten important hymnal collections. In his 1906 autobiography, Ira Sankey recalled the following about the comfort of the song: “About two years ago, writes a minister, “I visited a woman who was suffering from an incurable disease; but great as was her agony of body, her distress of mind was greater still. One day she said: ‘The future is so dark; I dare not look forward at all.’ “To my question, ‘Can’t you trust yourself in God’s hands?’ She replied: ‘No, I can’t leave myself there.’  I repeated the hymn, simply trusting every day, and especially dwelt on the refrain, Trusting as the moments fly, trusting as the days go by. ‘Ah’, she said, ‘I can trust him this moment; is it like that?’ I then sang the hymn to her, and the change that came over her was wonderful. She never lost this trust, and she had the page in her hymnbook turned down, that she might have the hymn read to her. After many months of intense suffering, she passed away, simply trusting to the land where there shall be no more pain. 

We are to take God at His word. ‘Simply Trusting’. That is necessary for our soul’s salvation and beyond. “Simply trusting” is also necessary for Christian living after we’re saved – to move forward, day by day, “simply trusting” in His promises, in the words of Mr. Stites’s hymn, trusting the Lord to do what He says He will do.”  “We walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7). “We trust in the living God” (1 Timothy 4:10).

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased thru the church office.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

Links for Hymn “Come, Thou Almighty King”: Page 267

https://youtu.be/3JOojiE1VCY?t=2 

Link for Hymn: “Trusting Jesus”  Pg 355
https://youtu.be/O_fIDi7UqiQ?t=2 

https://youtu.be/3DaXCo9mZ7U?t=2 

https://youtu.be/wXS_45FH0rc?t=2 

Link for Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” (page 275): 
      https://youtu.be/6ZCG3l5IKLw?t=3 
______________________________________________________________________________
History of Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (Pg. 275) has been popular among Christians for generations, the author of this great hymn of faith is a mystery. First published in 1787 in a hymnbook edited by John Rippon titled A Selection of Hymns from the Best Authors, it’s beautiful lyrics exalting the Word of God was attributed only to “K---.” Hymnologist William Reynolds notes that the 1822 edition designated the author as “Kn,” and 1835 edition indicated “Keen”, 1844 edition credited authorship to “Kirkham.” 
The anonymous folk tune FOUNDATION is an American contribution. This hymn brought comfort -- and unity -- in times of uncertainty during the U. S. Civil War. Regardless of who authored this hymn, we know this hymn was written by a Christian who was extremely knowledgeable of the promise of God found in Scripture, who had called upon those promises for strength in times of tribulation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #39             October 2, 2022                  “Tapping in to God’s Power”

                                            World Communion Sunday 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.
Call to Worship: 

L: Great and amazing are your deeds, Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, King of the nations!
P: Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? For you alone are holy.
L: All nations will come and worship before you, for your judgments have been revealed.
P: To the one seated on the throne and to the lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever. Amen.
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

O God, you are our true refuge, our steadfast shelter.  We seek you and need you and yearn for you.   Even when we run from you; even when we wander long and far from your heart and squander our blessings and talents; even then you continue to call us home.  We want to come home to you, O God, and to each other.  Show us the way; be the path; return us to the calm and peace of resting in your love.  Amen.  

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 42:1-6

New Testament: 2Timothy 1:1-14

*Gospel: Luke 17:5-10

Meditation: “Tapping in to God’s Power”

          Several years ago George and I took a trip out West with his sisters and their spouses.  They wanted to see the Grand Canyon and they wanted to know if we wanted to go as well.  We said sure, we’ve seen it before but it’s so beautiful we would love to see it again.  Then I found out the trip was going to be by helicopter and George and I decided not to go.  Their response to us was “Your faith is too small.”  I said, “No, the helicopter is too small.”  I didn’t have much faith in the helicopter.  It was too small.


Now faith in things and people is very different than having faith in God.  Things and people are tangible. We can see and touch them and sometimes I have problems having faith in them.  So while it’s difficult to have faith in the tangible, just think how much more difficult it is to have faith in God who we cannot see or touch.


So we say, “If only I had more faith, Lord!  Increase my faith!” How often have we cried these words?  How often have we longed to have greater faith?  How often have we wondered if God was really out there!  There are many times in our lives – seasons of challenge and suffering – when we’re tempted to roll our eyes heavenward and sigh out loud, “If only I had more faith!” But here’s the thing about faith; it’s not great faith we need, it’s faith in a great God!


Someone once said, “Faith is like a window through which you can see something. What matters is not whether the window is six inches or six feet high; what matters is that the thing you see is God. If it’s God you see, then the tiniest little peep-hole of a window will give you access to a power like you’ve never dreamed of.”  Power enough even to “say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”


It seems nearly impossible, doesn’t it? But in God, all things are possible, and our faith originates with God and comes to us as a gift. We just need to take the faith we’ve already been given and use it more effectively. 


I haven’t experienced this first hand, but I’ve been told by those who did, that in elementary school they did a science project involving electromagnets. Did you do this?  They said you take an old iron nail, wrap a piece of wire around it, and attach both ends of the wire to the terminals of a dry-cell battery. In no time at all, that electrified nail is attracting all kinds of paper clips, thumbtacks, nails, and screws.  In the presence of that electrical field, the nail is changed into a magnet. As long as it remains in contact with that field of electromagnetic power, it will attract other pieces of metal to itself.


But is the nail itself changed? Not one bit. It’s the power flowing through it that makes the difference. And that’s the way it is with faith. We all have it; but every so often, we doubt that we have it. We all get lost in thought, and ask ourselves, “Where’s the faith? Do I still have it? Did I lose it? If so, can I find it again?”


But the thing about faith is that it’s not even a possession of ours in the first place; that makes it kind of hard to lose faith. Because faith is a spiritual power that originates with God and comes to us as a gift. What we must do in our seasons of doubt is to hook ourselves up to God’s battery terminals, so the surge of spiritual energy will flow into us, and then on through us to others.


How often do we marvel at the faith of others in the midst of hardship or misfortune?  And to that, Christ says, “You have that faith, all you have to do is tap into its power and you’re set.” So how exactly are we to connect to God’s faith power? One clue is found in the later verses of the passage we heard this morning, in this parable about the master and his servant. After teaching that faith, even as a mustard seed, it can do unimaginable things, Jesus goes on to affirm that no matter how much we do in faith, we cannot do more than is expected of us. This is part of being faithfully obedient to Christ; we are to act as his humble servant. You see, when we fail to humble ourselves before God in Christ Jesus, it prevents us from fully experiencing God’s love for us, and this is the power that fuels our faith! And so Christ urges us to serve our Master fully – like a slave who has worked all day in the fields and then comes in and prepares his master’s dinner before taking care of his own needs. All genuine service to God is done from gratitude, not to earn anything at all. And Christ’s message here is that when we have done all this, we should not feel as if we have done more than our duty.


This parable is the cure for self-pity.  Mom’s say, “My work is never done.”  Dad’s say, “I had hoped the children would be out on their own by now, supporting themselves.” Even the greatest of saints has been known to wonder, “What’s the use?” You can see how easy it is for us to slip into periods of doubt, to give up and let our faith falter. But think of the slave in Jesus’ parable. A slave does not expect the field to stay forever plowed. He cannot quit when a rainstorm washes away the seed; he has to re-seed. He is not concerned with far-off results, but only with obedience. And God asks of us faithful obedience.


This doesn’t mean that God is a slave-driver. Christ is trying to urge upon us the necessity of our humble service in gratitude for God’s gracious gift of love. And when we tap into the power of that love and let it flow through us and out in humble acts of service, then our faith will grow. Think about the faith it would take to say to God, “My life is in a shambles right now, Lord, but I’m going to keep serving you anyway.” Or even just to surrender completely to God; to say, “I am your servant Lord, ready to serve your will.” And then we have to recognize that when we have done our best and place the rest in God’s hands knowing that the impossible becomes possible with God.  And faith is the greatest force in the world.


Christian faith centers on Christ, believing that God’s word in Christ can and will be fulfilled. So how is our faith increased? The quality is more important than the quantity: a tiny seed of faith is enough if the faith is real faith – faith in God revealed in Christ. With that, amazing things can happen!


On this World Communion Sunday, we are reminded of a very important way by which we can connect with God’s power and increase our faith, and it comes in the power of this Table. Today, we come to his table.  And we take a small piece of bread and a small cup of juice in remembrance of Jesus – remembrance of the wondrous things he can and will do in and through us.  We can look at this tiny piece of bread and relate it to the tiny mustard seed.  They are really so insignificant until we relate it to our faith in Jesus.  Faith in Jesus is remembering what He has done in the past and placing our total trust in Him that He will fulfill his promises to act and be an ever presence with us now and in the future. Come to this table today and remember what a tiny little mustard seed can do.  Look at what a little piece of bread and a small cup has done and can do in our remembering!  May we approach his table with faith, however small it may be, but knowing that he can turn that faith into something beyond our imagining. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Gracious and Loving God, we praise your Holy name.  We thank you for your eternal presence and your gracious care that follows us throughout all the days of our lives.  We especially thank you for your steadfast love which always embraces us and walks with us.  Grant us the strength of faith to hold on and to believe even when the ways seems unclear and even when our circumstances seem confusing and overwhelming.  We pray today for those who are ill and grieving, for those who are frightened and discouraged, and for those who are weary and tired.  Touch your children with your healing power and boost them with an infusion of hope.  Bless as well the caregivers, loved ones, and friends who reach out to them with help, encouragement, and support.  In silence, hear now our prayers for our friends in Christ Jesus . . . Be with us God, as we seek to be a community, to be a church, where all are welcomed, where all are valued, where all are celebrated for the talents offered and for the gifts given.  Help us to remember that you alone are the source of all strength and hope of those who seek to serve you.  Enable us this week to see with a heart of faith and to live and walk by trust in you.  Amen.

Benediction:

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.
